
DESIGNED BY GOD │Exploring Evidences of Intelligent Design in the Natural World 
 

 
Not a New Idea: The Long History of Intelligent Design (Discussion 1 of 6) 
 
Today’s discussion is largely one of worldviews. What is a worldview?  
 
 
 
 
 
How would you define intelligent design (ID)?  
 
 
 
 
 
While the terminology may be recent, how has the concept of ID been exhibited in the past? 
 

E.g. “Was the eye contrived without skill in opticks, and the ear without knowledge of 
sounds? [...] And these things being rightly dispatch’d, does it appear from Phænomena 
that there is a being incorporeal, living, intelligent, omnipresent…” (1) 
 
 
E.g. “So...whatever changes are known to take place in the course of time among 
organized beings appear as the result of an intellectual power, and go therefore to 
substantiate the view, that all the differences observed among finite beings are 
ordained by the action of the Supreme Intellect, and not determined by physical 
causes.” (2) 
 
 
E.g. “[T]here seems to be evidence of a Power which has guided the action of those laws 
[of organic development] in definite directions and for special ends. And so far from this 
view being out of harmony with the teachings of science, it has a striking analogy with 
what is now taking place in the world…” (3) 

 
 
 
 
 
How is ID different than creationism? Why is this significant? 
 
 



 
What does the scientific theory of ID offer to Christians?  
 
 
 
 
 
What are some of the cultural impacts of these juxtaposed ideas?  
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What does the Bible have to say about the concept of ID?  
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