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It would be the onIy parable in the Blble that descrlbes thmgs that are outside of the realm
of human experience. All the other parables talk about things that humans are familiar
with such as birds, seed, fields, pearls, barns, leaven, etc. This passage is different because
it talks about two men after death, and this is a realm where none of us have had any
personal experience. The purpose of a parable is to compare things we know to things we
don’t.

The word parable means “to throw beside”. Parables throw familiar things physical things
next to spiritual concepts. Luke 16 doesn’t do this.

It would be the only parable in the Bible that uses a proper name (Lazarus).

It would be the only parable in the Bible that makes mention repeatedly of a historical
person — Abraham. Moreover, this historical person actually carries on a dialogue with the
rich man! Indeed, mention is also made in this parable of Moses, another historical
character. What other parable speaks of real, historical people?

It would be the only parable in the Bible that makes mention of angels. Compare Matt.
13:24-49 where angels are mentioned in the explanation of the parable... but not in the
parable itself.

If Hades is not really a place of torment, this would be the only parable in the Bible when
the Lord Jesus taught error instead of truth. All of the parables taught things that were
true (shepherd with sheep, mustard tree’s growth cycle, seed planting, etc.) and then
compared those truths to spiritual truths. If Luke 16 is a parable, then it is the only parable
that uses completely fabricated mythology.
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