
Is there
a God?

(Col 1:16)

Is the Bible 
God’s Word?

(Jhn 1)

Is the Bible 
all of  God’s 

Word?
(Heb 1:1)

How should 
we divide 
the Bible?
(Gal 3:23)

What should 
we do about 

sin?
(1 Tim 1:15)

What makes 
a Christian?
(Acts 8:35)

What makes 
a church?

(Col 1:18, 
Eph 1:22)



Some things to note before we talk about local churches:

1. A faithful church doesn’t have to be full of perfect people
- Arguments amongst brethren can be found in the New 

Testament, too.
- Faithful and perfect are not the same thing.

2. A church doesn’t have to do things exactly like every other faithful 
church.

- meeting times may differ
- preaching styles may differ
- elderships may have different styles of leadership
- there are many things the Bible gives us freedom in

3. The list I am about to give you isn’t a comprehensive list, but a good 
starting point to find a church.

- the goal isn’t to answer every question you might have about a 
church, but to shorten the list down significantly.



I don’t waste my time looking at 
churches that can’t even call 
themselves by a Bible name.

“All the churches of Christ greet you.” (Rom 16:16)

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write…” (Rev 2:1)

“To the church of God that is in Corinth…” (1 Cor 1:2)

A Bible name on the front of the building isn’t 
everything, but if they can’t even open the Book 

enough to get that on target, I’m looking elsewhere.

FIVE THINGS THAT I USE TO FIND A FAITHFUL CHURCH

#1 Bible names matter



I’m not interested in any church 
that uses other documents, 

traditions, creeds, or ‘statements 
of faith’ than the Bible.

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing 
through the word of Christ. (Rom 10:17)

I have applied all these things to 
myself and Apollos for your benefit, 

brothers, that you may learn by us not 
to go beyond what is written, that 
none of you may be puffed up in 

favor of one against another.
(1 Cor 4:6)

And there is 
salvation in no 

one else, for there 
is no other name 

under heaven 
given among men 
by which we must 

be saved.
(Acts 4:12)

FIVE THINGS THAT I USE TO FIND A FAITHFUL CHURCH

#1 Bible names matter

#2 Their book is The Book



Every congregation of the New 
Testament had independence.  

There should be nothing 
between a church and Jesus.  

No headquarters, no 
responsibility to another 

sponsoring church, just Jesus.

And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with 
prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had 
believed. (Acts 14:23)

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going 
to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you,
(1 Peter 5:1-2)

FIVE THINGS THAT I USE TO FIND A FAITHFUL CHURCH

#1 Bible names matter

#2 Their book is The Book

#3 Autonomy



The church of the New 
Testament’s work was 
simple.  They weren’t 

involved in every
community and
political arena.

They cared for needy Christians – Acts 4:34
They preached to the lost – Php 4:15
They taught the saved – Acts 15:35

If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let her care for 
them. Let the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those who 

are really widows. (1 Tim 5:16)

FIVE THINGS THAT I USE TO FIND A FAITHFUL CHURCH

#1 Bible names matter

#2 Their book is The Book

#3 Autonomy

#4 They work for Jesus



Their worship should be 
about God, which means 

it must be the kind of 
worship God asks for!

Teaching/Preaching
(1 Cor 4:17)

Singing (Eph 5:19)

Prayer (Acts 12:5)

SUNDAY ONLY:
Taking a collection
(1 Cor 16:1-2)
Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7)
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#5 Their worship is about God
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IN ALL THESE 
THINGS, THEY 

SHOULD BE OPEN 
TO EXAMINATION.

Examine yourselves, to see 
whether you are in the faith. 
Test yourselves. Or do you 

not realize this about 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ 

is in you?—unless indeed 
you fail to meet the test!

(2 Cor 13:5)

Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from God, 
for many false prophets have 

gone out into the world.
(1 Jn 4:1)
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