
LIFE LESSONs

FROM DAVID’S

FINEST HOUR



“What will be done for the man 
who kills this Philistine and 

takes away the reproach from 
Israel? For who is this 

uncircumcised Philistine, that 
he should taunt the armies of 
the living God?” (1 Sam 17:26)

1. LIFE IS A LOT SIMPLER 

THAN WE TRY AND MAKE IT

But seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be 

added to you. (Matt 6:33)

The end of the matter; all has 
been heard. Fear God and keep 

his commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man. (Eccl 12:13)



“Let no man’s heart fail on 
account of him; your servant 
will go and fight with this 
Philistine.” (1 Sam 17:32)

2. LEADERS LEAD

And Jesus called them to him and said 
to them, “You know that those who are 
considered rulers of the Gentiles lord 

it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. But it 

shall not be so among you. But 
whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever would be 
first among you must be slave of all. 

For even the Son of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many. (Mark 10:42-45)



“The LORD who delivered 
me from the paw of the lion 

and from the paw of the 
bear, He will deliver me 
from the hand of this 

Philistine.” (1 Sam 17:37)

3. TRIALS ARE PREPARATION

As for you, you meant evil 
against me, but God meant it for 
good, to bring it about that many 
people should be kept alive, as 
they are today. (Genesis 50:20)

In this you rejoice, though now 
for a little while, if necessary, 

you have been grieved by 
various trials, (1 Pet 1:6)



David girded his sword over his armor and 
tried to walk, for he had not tested them. 
So David said to Saul, “I cannot go with 
these, for I have not tested them.” And 

David took them off. (1 Sam 17:39)

4. You Don’t Need

to Be Other People

When the Philistine looked and saw David, 
he disdained him; for he was but a youth, 
and ruddy, with a handsome appearance.

(1 Sam 17:42)

For by the grace given to me I say 
to everyone among you not to 

think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think, but to think 

with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith 

that God has assigned.
(Romans 12:3)

And He appointed twelve (whom 
he also named apostles) so that 
they might be with Him and He 

might send them out to preach… 
(Mark 3:14)



Then it happened when the Philistine 
rose and came and drew near to meet 
David, that David ran quickly toward 
the battle line to meet the Philistine. 
And David put his hand into his bag 
and took from it a stone and slung 
it, and struck the Philistine
on his forehead. And the
stone sank into his
forehead, so that he
fell on his face to
the ground.
(1 Sam 17:48-49)

5. God always wins.

When the Philistines 
saw that their 

champion was dead, 
they fled.

(1 Sam 17:51)

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for 
us, who is against us? (Rom 8:31)


