


What are demons?
δαιμόνιον daimónion, dahee-mon'-ee-on; neuter of a derivative of δαιμον (a god or goddess); 
a dæmonic being; by extension a deity:—devil, god.

So the great dragon was 
cast out, that serpent of 
old, called the Devil and 
Satan, who deceives the 
whole world; he was 
cast to the earth, and 
his angels were cast out 
with him. (Rev 12:9)

They shall no more offer their sacrifices to demons, after 
whom they have played the harlot. This shall be a statute 
forever for them throughout their generations. (Lev. 17:7)

They sacrificed to demons, not to God, To gods they did 
not know, To new gods, new arrivals that your fathers did 
not fear. (Deut 32:17)

Then he appointed for himself priests for the high places, 
for the demons, and the calf idols which he had made. 
(2 Chr 11:15)

They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters to 
demons, (Ps 106:37)



1. In the New Testament, we are told practically nothing about the origin, nature, 
characteristics or habits of demons… the center of interest in the Gospels is the person of 
Jesus, the sufferers and the cures.  Interest in the demons as such is absent. (ISBE)
(see Matt 12:43, Lk. 8:1)

2. In the New Testament, demons are described as ethically evil beings, and that Christ’s 
power was adequate protection against them. (see Lk 10:17)

3. Demon-possession could not be stopped by any incantation, words, or authority other 
than Christ’s. (see Acts 19:13)

4. In the New Testament, demonic activities and powers were greatly restricted to specific 
circumstances.  Circumstances that were clearly understood to be caused directly by them.
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It isn’t
Epilepsy, Sickness, 

or Paralysis
So His fame spread 
throughout all Syria, 

and they brought Him 
all the sick, those 

afflicted with various 
diseases and pains, 
those oppressed by 
demons, epileptics, 

and paralytics, and He 
healed them.
(Matt 4:24)

It isn’t
A Mental Disorder

As we were going to the place of 
prayer, we were met by a slave 

girl who had a spirit of divination 
and brought her owners much 

gain by fortune-telling. (Ax 16:16)

for he had often been bound with 
shackles and chains, but he 

wrenched the chains apart, and 
he broke the shackles in pieces. 

No one had the strength to 
subdue him. (Mk 5:4)

For a woman whose young 
daughter had an unclean 

spirit heard about Him, and 
she came and fell at His 
feet. The woman was a 

Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by 
birth, and she kept asking 
Him to cast the demon out 

of her daughter.
(Mark 7:25-26)

It was an understood 
condition that was 

diagnosed accurately by 
the people of the 1st

Century.

What was demon possession?



80
references 
to demon 

possession

ZERO references to demon 
possession for 4,000 years

(with the possible exception of 1 Sam. 16)

Demon possession 
referred to
as ending

And the angels who did not 
keep their proper domain, 

but left their own abode, He 
has reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness for 
the judgment of the great 

day; (Jude 1:6)

For if God did not spare the 
angels who sinned, but cast 

them down to hell and 
delivered them into chains 
of darkness, to be reserved 
for judgment; (2 Pet 2:4)

And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do 
your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your 

judges. But if it is by the Spirit of God 
that I cast out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you. Or 
how can someone enter a strong man's house and 

plunder his goods, unless he first binds the 
strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his 
house. (Matt 12:27-29)

Lk. 10:18Timeline of demon possession



And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of 
Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched 
his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left 
them and the evil spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of 
the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of 
the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure 
you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” 14 Seven sons of a 
Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. 15 But the evil 
spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but 
who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit 
leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, 
so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 17 And 
this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews 
and Greeks. And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was extolled. (Acts 19:11–17)
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Demon exorcism The apostles sent by 
Jesus, like Jesus Himself, 
could firmly and clearly 

cast out demons

And Jesus rebuked him, and 
the demon came out of him, 

and the boy was healed 
instantly. (Matthew 17:18)

And demons also came out 
of many, crying, “You are the 
Son of God!” But He rebuked 

them and would not allow 
them to speak, because they 
knew that He was the Christ. 

(Luke 4:41)
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Demon exorcism The power to cast 
demons out is in the 

authority not the words 
or incantation

And He called the 
twelve together 
and gave them 

power and 
authority over all 
demons and to 
cure diseases, 

(Luke 9:1)
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Demon exorcism The demons understood 
and feared 

who Jesus was

And behold, they [the 
demon-possessed 

men] cried out, “What 
have You to do with 
us, O Son of God? 

Have you come here 
to torment us before 

the time?”
(Matt 8:29)
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Demon exorcism True demon exorcism was 
well-documented and led to 

glorification of Jesus

“And these signs will accompany 
those who believe: in My name they 
will cast out demons; they will speak 

in new tongues; they will pick up 
serpents with their hands; and if they 

drink any deadly poison, it will not 
hurt them; they will lay their hands 

on the sick, and they will recover.” So 
then the Lord Jesus, after He had 

spoken to them, was taken up into 
heaven and sat down at the right 

hand of God. And they went out and 
preached everywhere, while the Lord 
worked with them and confirmed the 

message by accompanying signs.
(Mark 16:17-20)



1. Demon possession was a clear problem that was known in 
the 1st Century – it was not known before, nor is it seen after.

2. Demon exorcism was a sign of the coming of the kingdom –
a sign only accompanying Jesus and His apostles and 
prophets

3. Casting out demons required a
specific authority that does not exist today

4. Jesus referred to binding Satan by casting
out his demons, casting them into the abyss,
& the final writings of the NT state that they
have been cast there.

SO WHAT 
CAN 

DEMONS 
DO 

NOW?
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NO Demon Possession 
Before

NO Demon 
Possession 

After



No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they offer 
to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be 

participants with demons. (I Corinthians 10:20)

Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times 
some will depart from the faith by devoting 

themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of 
demons, (I Timothy 4:1)

The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these 
plagues, did not repent of the works of their 

hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols
of gold and silver and bronze and stone and 

wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, 
(Revelation of John 9:20)

They sacrificed to demons that were 
no gods, to gods they had never 

known, to new gods that had come 
recently, whom your fathers had 

never dreaded. (Deuteronomy 32:17)

They sacrificed their sons and their 
daughters to the demons;

(Psalms 106:37)

DEMONS BEFORE JESUS DEMONS TODAY


