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The reason the Rabbit lost 

is NOT BECAUSE….

❖ He was quicker

❖ Because he played in the meadow

❖ Because he took a nap

So, why did the rabbit lose? 



The rabbit quit running. 





Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of 

witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 

every encumbrance and the sin which so easily 

entangles us, and  let us run with endurance the 

race that is set before us.   

Hebrews 12:1



Going to heaven does not require that you…

➢Finish first

➢Live an absolute sinless life

➢Have the most faith

➢Do enough good works to get in

All you have to do is keep running.  ☺

1 Timothy 1:19 - suffered shipwreck 
in regard to their faith

1 Timothy 6:21 - gone astray from 
the faith

2 Timothy 2:28 - they undermine the 
faith of some

1 Timothy 4:1 - some will fall away 
from the faith

Matthew 24: 10 - turn away from the faith



Three strategies Satan uses in an attempt to get us to quit running.



▪ Two Symptoms of this Malady

 Self-Righteousness,  Luke 18: 9-14

The Verdict:

“The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You 
that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even 
like this tax collector. 12 ‘I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’

13 “But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was 
even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’

14 “I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than 
the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

➢ Always can find someone below

➢ Says nothing about yourself

➢ Only judged by Jesus

http://biblehub.com/luke/18-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/18-14.htm


▪Two Symptoms of this Malady

 Self-Righteousness

 Self-loathing,  Matthew 27:3-10

3 Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had 
been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders ,4 saying, “I have 
sinned by betraying innocent blood.”

5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary 
and departed; and he went away and hanged himself.”

The  Contrast:   Peter, Matthew 26:75

http://biblehub.com/matthew/27-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/27-4.htm


▪ Sin which so easily entangles,  Hebrews 12:1,2

The Third Soil:   Mark 4:18, 19

The Strive Solution:  Luke 13:24

“Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, 
let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, ’

18 “And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; 
these are the ones who have heard the word, 19 but the worries of the 
world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things 
enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many,
I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.

http://biblehub.com/mark/4-18.htm
http://biblehub.com/mark/4-19.htm


Athlete CRAWLS across

marathon finish line after refusing to 

give up on race

Kenyan runner Hyvon Ngetich collapsed to 

her knees, but proceeded to crawl on all 

fours in a fight for third place in the Austin 

Marathon



▪ So one loses heart,  Hebrew 12:3

 Fix your eyes on Jesus

 Consider Him who endured

For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

weary to the point of sickness; "spent," ready to 

collapse (especially from over-work).

Galatians 6:9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due 
time we will reap if we do not grow weary.

http://biblehub.com/galatians/6-9.htm


Wounded Army veteran Earl Granville carries his running 

partner across the finish line at the Boston Marathon on 

Monday. (Screenshot via Facebook)



▪ So one loses heart,  Hebrew 12:3

 Becoming Overcomers, Revelation 2, 3

❖ 2:4, 7 - ‘you have left your first love…..to him who overcomes’

❖ 2:10, 11 – ‘you will be tested…..he who overcomes’

❖ 2:14,17 – ‘I have a few things against you…to him who overcomes’

❖ 2:25,26 – ‘hold fast until I come.  He who overcomes’

❖ 3:2, 5 – ‘Wake up, and strengthen the things that remain….he who overcomes’

❖ 3:11, 12 – ‘hold fast what you have…He who overcomes’

❖ 3:16, 21 – ‘you are lukewarm….He who overcomes’

For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.



At 100 years old, Ida Keeling finished in 1 minute, 17 seconds, 

setting a new world record for her 100-plus age group.





6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering,
and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me
but also to all who have loved his appearing.

The Apostle Paul

http://biblehub.com/2_timothy/4-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_timothy/4-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_timothy/4-8.htm



