


“And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I 

will give power over the nations – ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; 

they shall be dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’ – as I also have 

received from My father;

• Italicized section is from Psalm 2:9 – Psalm 2 is a Messianic Psalm.

• Christ reigns as Lord of lords and King of kings (1 Tim 6:14-15)

• Jesus shares His reign with His people.  This fact is documented in 2 

Tim. 2:12, Rom 5:17

“and I will 

give him the 

morning 

star”

Morning Star – a star bright enough 

to be seen in the early morning.  A 

herald that dawn is near.

Jesus is encouraging the churches to stay strong because they will 

conquer the difficulties ahead, and eventually, a new day of peace and 

success will dawn for them if they do.



Julius Caesar
48 BC – 44 BC

• Never officially took the 

title of ’Emperor’

• Deified after his death 

(though also claimed it 

while alive)

• Killed by Brutus and 

Cassius



Augustus (Octavian)
31 BC – 14 AD

• Nephew and adopted son 

of Julius

• First official emperor

• Augustus was previously a 

name associated with 

gods and religion

• Ushered in the golden age 

of Rome

• General reluctant to accept 

deification



Tiberius
14 AD – 37 AD

• Adopted stepson of 

Augustus

• Expelled foreign cults from 

Rome, including the Jews 

from military service

• Disliked because position 

was unearned, but 

generally considered to be 

competent



Caligula
37 AD – 41 AD

• Adopted grandson of 

Tiberius

• Became mentally unstable 

after an illness

• Embraced role as a god 

and replaced Greek god 

statues’ heads with his 

own bust

• Ill-tempered and cruel

• Attempted to set up statue 

of himself in the Jerusalem 

temple (died before it 

happened)



Claudius
41 AD – 54 AD

“And he found a certain 

Jew named Aquila, a 

man of Pontus by race, 

lately come from Italy, 

with his wife Priscilla, 

because Claudius had 

commanded all the 

Jews to depart from 

Rome: and he came 

unto them;” (Acts 18:2)

• Uncle of Caligula

• Bad at picking wives

• Restore Jews rights, but…



Nero
54 AD – 68 AD

• Great nephew of 

Claudius

• Originally lead by 

Seneca and Burrus to 

moderate leadership

• Eventually started killing 

people out of cruelty 

and suspicion

• Statue of himself out of 

bronze as the sun god

• Localized persecution 

of Christians for Roman 

fire



Galba, Otho, Vitellius
68 AD – 69 AD



Vespasian
69 AD – 79 AD

• Attained the throne 

through military might

• Left his son Titus to 

destroy Jerusalem

• Attempted restoration to 

state of nation under 

Augustus rule



Titus
79 AD – 81 AD

• Son of Vespasian

• Destroyer of Jerusalem in 

70 AD

• Continue to attempt to 

establish his father’s 

restorative vision for Rome



Domitian
82 AD – 96 AD

• Second son of 

Vespasian

• Suspicious, greedy, 

and cruel

• Took on the title ‘Lord 

God’ in all writing and 

conversation

• First to be noted as 

decreeing persecution 

of Christians 

throughout the nation

• In Asia in particular, 

the worship of 

Domitian was readily 

pursued



Written in 111 AD

1. Do not hunt down Christians.

2. If they are brought, punish them.

3. Pardon if they offered prayers to the 

gods.

4. Do not accept anonymous charges.

5. Praise him for his attention to the “issue” 

of Christians



CHAPTER 4 IS THE THRONE SCENE

CHAPTER 5 INTRODUCES THE LAMB


