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If it were the case that anything not expressly forbidden in the New 
Testament is permissible in the Christian religion, then we could not 

only use pianos to accompany our singing, but beads to aid our 
prayers, crucifixes to focus our devotion, and hashish to enhance 
our sensitivity.  We could also initiate an organizational network 

similar to that which has been protested so strongly in Catholicism 
or begin financing church projects with bingo games (where legal) 

on Tuesday evenings.  Not one of these things is explicitly 
forbidden in the New Testament, and no one who denies the 
legitimacy of the authority principle as outlined above can 
consistently argue against any of them. (Shelly, 1987, 33-34)
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Respecting the 
silence was a 

matter of 
respecting God.
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The Mosaic law is about 
priests from Judah – it only 
talks about priests from the 
tribe of Levi.

If we speak where the law is silent, we aren’t obeying that 
law anymore!
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When God is silent, we must be silent, too.  His 
silence means something.  If we speak where He is 

silent, it is our will that is being heard, not His. 
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This has led to every 
manmade invention 

and confusion we see 
in religion

This leads to 
simple, pure, 
uncorrupted 
Christianity
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